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How time flies! January is already over, and yet the year is still young.  While our New Year 
resolutions might already have been forgotten about or abandoned, we might nevertheless still have 
hopes for what this year will bring, what it will be like for us. 
 

Will this be the one in which we finally go on that holiday we’ve been dreaming about for so long, or 
start to get into that hobby which we’ve wanted to explore for a while now, or begin to support a cause 
that is close to our hearts?  We might all have different hopes for this year – and those hopes might 
equally well be about our health, or that of a family member, about a house move, or might be relating 
to our career.  
 

But all these hopes have one thing in common: they won’t just come true by themselves.  We need to 
do something to make them happen; we need to take a first step towards their realisation.  That 
holiday won’t take place unless we plan it; we’ll never learn about that new hobby unless we try it; 
things won’t happen unless we dare to do them.  In the gospels we read how the first disciples, when 
Jesus called them to join him, left everything behind and went into their new mission straightaway.  
There’s no time like the present, so they say…    
 

Of course, there are some situations over which we have little control, for instance when somebody is 
seriously ill.  But even then, perhaps we can help to make people in that situation feel better, care for 
them, offer them help and support or simply kindness.  
 

I don’t know about you, but for me this year carries not only hopes, but also some fears - fears about 
what the future holds, with the political uncertainty here and elsewhere in the world, with unrest and 
terror attacks not only in war zones, but also much closer to home, and with increased global warming 
and climate change. 
 

Again, perhaps we can’t do very much to influence those, and yet we can take a step together: to 
signal that, especially in times of unrest and upheaval, we are much stronger when we stand together, 
when we stand up against injustice, when we support and look out for one another, when we take the 
time to listen and learn from each other.  Again, in looking to the disciples we see a group of people 
who don’t always agree with one another, who challenge each other quite a bit – and yet, when it 
comes down to it, they all stand together, for a common purpose and support one another.  Perhaps 
that’s something we can learn from, even 2,000 years later. 
 
 

In that spirit, Happy New Year! 
 
Anikó
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CEILING REPAIR APPEAL 
 

Fundraising is now underway for the ceiling repair in 
Saltoun Kirk. Donations of around £6,000 have 
already been received both from local sources and 
from as far afield as Australia.   
 

We are seeking local support for the appeal and a 
letter will be distributed to members and as widely as 
possible throughout the parish.  We will also be asking 
a number of charitable trusts and other organisations 
for their help. 
 

Our target is to be back in the church for Advent this 
year.  This means that the bulk of the funds must be 
raised by July in order for contractors to be engaged 
and for the work to be finished in time.  So we have to 
roll our sleeves up!  There are a number of events 
being planned and these will be announced in due 
course.   
 

We hope to have a table in each church where there 
will be items for sale, copies of the appeal letter, a 
diary of events and updates on progress with 
fundraising – and with repairs when work starts.  
Information will also be displayed in the window of the 
Saltoun Session Rooms and on the church website. 
 

Jim Paterson 
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COFFEE MORNINGS IN EAST SALTOUN 
 

From March, we’ll hold drop-in coffee mornings in the 
Session Rooms in East Saltoun, as well as the 
already established ones in Yester Church. The dates 
for both are given on the back page of this newsletter. 
 

We hope to see you there! 
 

� 
 

 
RECORDINGS OF SERVICES 

 

   Recordings of our services are now available on  
   our  website  –     
      http://www.yesterboltonsaltounchurch.org/ 
 
 

    And, thanks to a very generous donation, we  
    are also able to offer these recordings on CD  
    to those who are unable to come to services  
    at the moment. If you would like a copy of the  
    CD, please contact Anikó. 
 

 
 
 

CELESTIAL LIGHTS 
 

We are grateful to Joanna Paterson who has very 
kindly donated several copies of her recent collection 
of poetry, with her own accompanying illustrations, to 
be sold in aid of the ceiling repair.  Celestial Lights, 
Poems about the Stars and the Moon, is available in 
Yester and Bolton churches, priced £12.  Below, 
reprinted with the author’s permission, is a poem from 
the collection. 
 
  Solitude 

  The moon 

  a hint 

  a rind 

  a thin 

  edge 

  nothing lush 

  just a 

  silver 

  thread 

  a fingernail 

  plucking  

  a zither 

  alluding  

  obliquely 

  to that other presence 
 

  silence 
 

                                                  Joanna Paterson 
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FOODBANK UPDATE 
 

Just before Christmas, we took another consignment 
of provisions – weighing an amazing 57 kilos – to the 
East Lothian Foodbank.  The volunteers there were 
most grateful for our contribution and wished their 
thanks to be passed on to all those who have given so 
generously.   
 

However, provisions are still needed, especially tinned 
vegetables (not baked beans), long-life fruit juice, tea 
bags, sponge puddings and biscuits.  As we fill our 
baskets and trolleys every week, please add, if you 
can, another item or two to help others who have little 
or nothing. 
 

Elizabeth Hunter 
 



 
 

	

MESSY CHURCH NEWS 
 

 
 
 

We had another very enjoyable Messy Church 
recently with the theme of ‘The Last Supper’. The 
children enjoyed trampling grapes, having their feet 
washed, learning about the passover meal and 
hearing the story of the last supper. 
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FOR ALL OUR SMALLER PEOPLE 
 
 

THE CHILDREN'S CLUB (for babies, toddlers and 
primary school children) has now moved to a Tuesday 
afternoon, still from 3.30 to 4.40pm, and alternating 
between Humbie, Yester and East Saltoun.    
 

This is a great opportunity to meet up with other 
families and explore the big topics through stories, 
song, crafts and games, while parents, grandparents 
and carers can relax and have a chat over a cuppa.   
 

The sessions are run by Anikó with various helpers 
from all our congregations.  It's a very informal and 
relaxed form of church . . . on a Tuesday. 
 

(All children must be accompanied by an adult.)   

Next Children’s Club dates: 
 14 Feb - Yester Kirk 
 28 Feb - Saltoun Session Rooms 
 14 March - Humbie Village Hall 
 28 March - Yester Kirk 
 

Jenny Riddell 
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CHURCH COLLECTIONS 
		

The Kirk Session meeting on 8 February agreed with 
the suggestion that, in future services held in Bolton 
Church, the offering should be taken up during the 
service as happens in our other church 
buildings.  This will help to avoid any confusion, 
particularly for visitors to services. So don’t worry if 
you don’t see a collection plate at the door on your 
arrival at Bolton – your offerings will be collected later 
in the service and will still be warmly welcomed! 
  
CLEANER REQUIRED 
  

We are continuing to look for someone who might be 
interested in providing a few hours of (paid) cleaning 
services each month, covering Bolton Church and the 
recently refurbished Session Rooms in East 
Saltoun.  In due course the duties will also include 
Saltoun Church when it re-opens but the time involved 
is unlikely to change from about 6-8 hours in total 
each month.  Cleaning materials etc are available in 
each building and there is some flexibility as to when 
the duties can be carried out (mainly to tie in with the 
usage of each location, but generally requiring one 
cleaning session per week). 
 

Please feel free to draw this to the attention of anyone 
who might be interested – they should get in touch 
with myself for further information (see contact details 
on the back of the Newsletter). 
                                                                                                      

Alastair Wyllie 
 

� 
 

THANKS 
 

Thanks to all who supported our Advent soup lunch.  
This raised over £300 in donations, which was divided 
between the Ceiling Repair Fund and the Church of 
Scotland World Mission Council’s HIV Programme.  
This supports over 20 projects in 16 countries, 
including Scotland.  37 million people now live with 
HIV; stigma and discrimination remain among the 
greatest barriers in the fight against this pandemic. 

 
    
      If you would like to receive a weekly email  
      with service times and other news, please  
      give your email address to Anikó. 

 



 
 

	

 
 

DROP IN FOR A COFFEE . . . at Yester Kirk or Saltoun Session Rooms 
 

 on Wednesdays in Yester – 08 March, 12 April, 10 May  
                         and Tuesdays in East Saltoun – 28 March, 25 April, 23 May   

 

from 10.30am to 12 noon 
 

EVERYBODY WELCOME 
 
 

 
PARISH REGISTER 

  
Baptisms       27.11.16     Lucy, daughter of Annabelle and Graham Davies, Gifford        
 
Deaths       01.12.16     Kim Boxer, East Saltoun  
       01.12.16     Frazer Salter, West Saltoun 
       25.12.17     Marion Fraser, Gifford 
       27.12.17     Tymon Logan, Haddington 
       24.01.17     George McCormack, East Saltoun  
        
 
	

   
  Minister                     Anikó Schuetz Bradwell 01620 811193         aschuetzbradwell@churchofscotland.org.uk

    
	 			Session Clerk     Alastair Wyllie 01875 340424         ajw.upfield@gmail.com    

       
   Treasurer     Finlay Marshall 01620 810310         finlaymarshall@giffordvale.wanadoo.co.uk 
     Deputy Treasurer     John Macfarlane 01875 341311         jmacfarlane9@btinternet.com 
 
   Gift Aid Treasurer Yester   Wendy Ferguson  01620 811069         wendyferguson.wf@gmail.com  
                     B&S      Paul Sales 01620 811260         paulsales457@btinternet.com 
  
   Fabric Convenor     Bill Swan 01875 340477         billandmoragswan@yahoo.co.uk 
   Deputy Fabric Convenor    Eric Glendinning 01620 810220         ericglendinning@btinternet.com 
    
   Sunday Club    Yester     Jackie McCreery 01620 810131         jackie@yesterfarmdairies.co.uk 
                B&S     Jenny Riddell 07905 135975         keith.mains@hotmail.co.uk 
         Ian Jameson 07803 893970         dianjameson@aol.com 
 
   Flower rota    Yester     Sylvia Anderson 01620 810678         jimsylvia@scoraig.net 
         Jean Peat 01620 810358         jeanpeat@hotmail.co.uk 
             Bolton     Claire Gobourn 01875 340692         gobourn@globalnet.co.uk 
             Saltoun     Morag Swan 01875 340477         billandmoragswan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
   Prayer Group     Morag Swan 01875 340477         billandmoragswan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
   Newsletter        Margaret Wyllie 01875 340424         mw.upfield@icloud.com 
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