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This year seems to have gone very fast, and we’re already nearing Christmas again!  We’ve just had 
our Remembrance services – commemorating the losses, and sacrifices, of war and the desperate 
need for peace in the world.  With Advent just around the corner, we remember too God’s promise of 
his love and care for us as we celebrate once more the birth of the Christ child.  This promise is 
indeed there – despite the situations of uncertainty, of fear, of war and of unrest in the world.  And it 
is an invitation too: an invitation to us to show each other the love and kindness, the hope, peace 
and justice shown by God’s coming into the world.  The children – and probably many of us adults 
too – are getting excited about the carols, the smells of Advent baking and Christmas trees, and we 
have many events planned for the Advent period: more details further on.  A big thank you to all of 
you who have prepared Christmas boxes for the Shoebox Appeal – helping others to have a merry 
Christmas.  There are also other signs of renewal in our church: since September, a Children’s Club 
meets on Wednesday afternoons, 3.30-4.30pm, alternating between Yester Church, Humbie Village 
Hall, and soon also the East Saltoun Session Rooms, with songs and stories, crafts and games, and 
coffee and tea for parents and grandparents.  The Session Rooms are undergoing refurbishment 
right now and Bolton Church has been fitted with a new sound system.  

Many of you have been waiting for news on Saltoun Church: and we are very pleased to now be in a 
position where we can take the repair works forward, provided we can raise the necessary funds. 
More information on what is happening, and how you can help, will be published soon. 

Since we have gone to one Sunday service for the whole parish, some of you have found the service 
time of 11.30am to be too late. So from Christmas, our Sunday services will start at the slightly 
earlier time of 11am, which we hope will be a compromise that suits you. 

As always, you can find out more about the church and about our news and events on our facebook 
page and our website, at yesterboltonsaltounchurch.org.  We also send out a short weekly email, 
listing upcoming services and other news.  If you would like to receive this email, please sign up on 
our website, or contact me on 01620 811193 or aschuetzbradwell@churchofscotland.org.uk.  And if 
you would just like a chat, please get in touch too! 

Have a lovely Advent time, 

Anikó
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300 YEARS . . . and counting! 
 
 

 
 

 
More than 250 combined years of eldership were 
celebrated recently when long-service certificates 
were presented to seven elders who have each 
served for at least 30 years since they were first 
ordained.  Rev Anikó Schuetz Bradwell presented 
certificates in Bolton Kirk on Sunday 23 October to 
Jim McDougal (32+ years), Alex Hogg (40 years), 
Finlay Marshall (31 years) and Percy Craigie (35 
years).  On Sunday 30 October, Anikó also presented 
certificates in Yester Kirk to Jim Paterson (34 years), 
Sandy Boswell (47+ years) and John Burleigh (30+ 
years). 
 

 

 
 

In addition, a long-service certificate was also 
presented at the Bolton service to Hugh Main who 
was first appointed as organist in Saltoun Kirk 30 
years ago.  Since then Hugh has also played from 
time to time for occasional services in Bolton, Yester 
and Humbie Churches but in fact Hugh first played 
more than 40 years ago when he deputised for the 
previous Saltoun organist during holidays.  This brings 
the combined service of those pictured to nearly 300 
years in total!  

Alastair Wyllie 
 
 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

Following a trial period over the summer, the Kirk 
Session has decided to continue to hold only one 
Sunday service in the parish, alternating between the 
villages. This is going very well – with transport links 
between the villages available (if this would be of help 
to you, please contact Anikó). However, the service 
time of 11.30am has proved to be very late for some 
of you, as you expressed in the survey done in 
August.  After consultation with the Humbie Kirk 
Session, we are therefore pleased to be able to bring 
our service time forward to 11am, starting from 
Christmas.  We hope that this is a compromise that 
suits you, and very much hope that you will help us to 
make this change work.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please speak to Anikó. 
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MESSY CHURCH NEWS 
 

 
 

 
Gifford Village Hall hosted our last Messy Church 
gathering on the theme of God the Provider.  Lots of 
straw, farm animals, fruits, vegetables and tractors set 
the scene for a busy afternoon saying 'Thank you' for 
all that we are provided with.  The children made 
Thank you cards, planted bulbs, decorated life-sized 
cut outs of themselves, adding all the good things in 
their lives, and rummaged in the lucky dip to find items 
for the local Foodbank. A story, song, food and 
fellowship completed the afternoon.  We look forward 
to our next get-together in February. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

	

FOR OUR SMALLER PEOPLE 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL in Bolton weeks has taken a back 
seat as the improvements in the Session Rooms are 
still underway.  Yester has been busy parting the Red 
Sea and having fun learning about the Bible stories.  
There are many opportunities to get involved, 
especially now that Advent is not far away. 
 

THE CHILDREN'S CLUB operates on a Wednesday 
from 3.30 to 4.40pm.  Currently alternating between 
Humbie and Yester while the Session Rooms in 
Saltoun are out of action, it provides a great 
opportunity to meet up with other families and explore 
the big topics through craft story and song.  The 
sessions are run by Anikó with various helpers from 
all our congregations. It's a very informal and relaxed 
form of church . . . on a Wednesday. 
 

Jenny Riddell 
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FABRIC 
 

We are extremely grateful to two anonymous donors 
who have provided funds enabling us to install a 
sound system in Bolton Kirk and to carry out a full 
renovation of the church meeting rooms in East 
Saltoun.  Thank you!  Work is currently underway on 
the Session Rooms and should hopefully be 
completed by the end of November when the building 
can again be used to its full potential.   
 

Bolton Kirk is now locked once again; anyone 
requiring access should contact Paul Sales or Alastair 
Wyllie (see contact details on back page). 
 

Bill Swan 
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PRAYER GROUP 
 

While we have been enjoying some beautiful autumn 
days in all the glory of this peaceful corner, we know 
that elsewhere there are so many places where this is 
not the case.  Please remember in thought and prayer 
all those who struggle just to survive because of wars, 
tornados, earthquakes and drought all of which are 
graphically brought to us via television. As we 
approach the time of Advent looking to the 
remembrance of Jesus coming amongst us long ago, 
take time to ask that the hope that event brought to a 
troubled world can remain with us still. 
 

Morag Swan 
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STAMPS 
 

A reminder as Christmas approaches that used 
stamps are gratefully received by the Church of 
Scotland’s World Mission Fund - when cards begin to 
drop through your letterbox, please save the stamps 
off the envelopes.  These can be left either in the tin in 
the lobby at Bolton Church or in the box outside the 
front door of Inglisfield Cottage (at the foot of the hill 
on the opposite side of the road to Bolton Muir).   
 
 

 
 

GIFFORD GOOD COMPANIONS 
 

This is a club for older or disabled people or anyone 
who lives on their own. We meet in Gifford Sports 
Club/Bowling Club on the third Wednesday of every 
month from 2 to 4pm.  Earlier this year we were even 
featured on the television programme 5 Live! 
 

New members are always welcome. We get together 
to chat or play dominoes, Scrabble, whist or Jenga - 
all of which are hotly contested - and enjoy home-
made cakes and biscuits for tea. 
 

Everyone pays £1 (the Christmas Lunch is more) and 
there is also a raffle.  
 
 

 
 

 
Future meetings: 
 

November 16                                         December 7  
                                                         (Christmas Lunch) 
2017  
 

January 18          JULY No Meeting  
  
February 15                    AUGUST No meeting 
 
March 15             September 20 
   
April 19                  October 18 

 
May 17                            November 15 
 
June 21                                                  December 13   
                                            (note - this is the 2nd Wed)  
 

New members are always welcome - please just 
come along, and bring a friend as well if you like. 
(And an extra helper or two would also be most 
welcome.) 
 

If you need a lift, please telephone:  
                Jane Steven  01620 810031  
            or Elizabeth Whiteford  01620 810210 
 

Jane Steven 
 



 
 

	

 
 

DROP IN FOR A COFFEE . . .  at Yester Kirk 
 

 on Wednesdays – 9 November, 14 December, 11 January, 8 February 
 

from 10.30am to 12 noon 
 

EVERYBODY WELCOME 
 
 
 

 
 

PARISH REGISTER 
  
Baptisms       30.10.16     Amelia, daughter of Miranda and James Hogg        
 
Deaths       18.08.16     Gary Fletcher, Skedsbush 
       14.10.16     Carol Bathgate, North Berwick (formerly East Saltoun) 
       16.10.16     Bill Brotherstone, Gifford    
       19.10.16     Alan Heawood, Gifford  
        
 
 
	

   
  Minister                     Anikó Schuetz Bradwell 01620 811193         aschuetzbradwell@churchofscotland.org.uk

    
	 			Session Clerk     Alastair Wyllie 01875 340424         ajw.upfield@gmail.com    

       
   Treasurer     Finlay Marshall 01620 810310         finlaymarshall@giffordvale.wanadoo.co.uk 
     Deputy Treasurer     John Macfarlane 01875 341311         jmacfarlane9@btinternet.com 
 
   Gift Aid Treasurer Yester   Wendy Ferguson  01620 811069         wendyferguson.wf@gmail.com  
                    B&S      Paul Sales 01620 811260         paulsales457@btinternet.com 
  
   Fabric Convenor     Bill Swan 01875 340477         billandmoragswan@yahoo.co.uk 
   Deputy Fabric Convenor    Eric Glendinning 01620 810220         ericglendinning@btinternet.com 
    
   Sunday Club    Yester     Jackie McCreery 01620 810131         jackie@yesterfarmdairies.co.uk 
               B&S     Jenny Riddell 07905 135975         keith.mains@hotmail.co.uk 
         Ian Jameson 07803 893970         dianjameson@aol.com 
 
   Flower rota    Yester     Sylvia Anderson 01620 810678         jimsylvia@scoraig.net 
         Jean Peat 01620 810358         jeanpeat@hotmail.co.uk 
             Bolton     Claire Gobourn 01875 340692         gobourn@globalnet.co.uk 
             Saltoun     Morag Swan 01875 340477         billandmoragswan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
   Prayer Group     Morag Swan 01875 340477         billandmoragswan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
   Newsletter        Margaret Wyllie 01875 340424         mw.upfield@icloud.com 
 
 

 

 https://www.facebook.com/YesterParishChurch 
 

   www.yesterboltonsaltounchurch.org 
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