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Pink, yellow, blue, white, purple, red, orange, and green of all discernible shades – those are the colours I can see in 
the garden outside my study window right now. I love this time of year, when everything is blossoming, when the 
birds are happily chirping away, and the butterflies are floating around, when everything has come to new life. In 
this Easter season (and yes, it’s still Easter season until Pentecost in June), that’s what we’re celebrating and 
remembering, that new life is there for us, that after every cold and dark winter, new life will emerge.  
 
In these days, when we see the war in Ukraine and know of many other places in the world suffering violence, 
injustice, pain and fear, when we are worried about the changing climate and about a rise in living costs, when 
inequality seems to become ever more pronounced, when we hope that we’re finally through with the pandemic, 
remembering this is even more important. New life is within our reach – a different way of living, as shown to us in 
the gospels, one that is based on acceptance and love, on justice and on peace.  
 
If we want, we can choose to live by these ideals: and ideals they are, but at least we can try, despite all the 
challenges we might face. Things are only going to get better if we do our little bit to make it so: and we each have 
it within our power to make an impact on the world within our reach. One of the things I love about this time of 
year is to take a walk in the woods, and to look at the trees: so high, so magnificent. I do sometimes wonder how 
long they’ve been standing there, and how much change they have seen, to the world and to our communities.  
 
We are facing many changes, too, with a war closer to us than for a long time, with a change to our economic 
situation, with adapting to a post-pandemic world. In the church, we are facing significant changes, too, as you 
know. You’ll find an update on the situation further on in the newsletter. And change is not only a leave-taking 
from what we’re used to, but also offers new opportunities: chances to do things in new ways that might 
correspond better to what is needed just now, chances to try new things, to connect in different ways.  
 
We are a strong and supportive community, as not least the past two years have shown. And we are facing all the 
changes and challenges in the presence of God, who goes with us every step of the way, and offers us guidance 
and peace. If you are finding things difficult at the moment, and would welcome a conversation or any other 
support, please be in touch – and equally if you’d simply like to catch up. Have a good summer! 
 
Anikó 
 

Keeping in touch 
 
We have a contact number for most of you (with your agreement). However, especially during the lockdowns, we 
have been aware that we couldn’t get in touch with all of you. If you have not heard from us, but would like for us 
to get in touch, please make sure we have a contact number or email address for you, by giving this information to 
Paul Sales. Equally, it has sometimes proved difficult to be in touch with some of you who have been ill or in 
hospital. If you would like, and if they agree, you are welcome to give us a contact number for a family member, or 
make sure that they have a contact number for Anikó or an elder, to stay in touch. If you would like to receive a 
weekly email with information about the services and any other news, please speak to Anikó. 
 



An update on the future of our church 
 
Change can be difficult and painful, but is sometimes necessary. We, like many churches in the western world, face 
big challenges: smaller congregations, a reduced number of ministers, reduced income, and so, some changes are 
now needed in order for us to continue offering a church presence here in our parish, and across all parts of 
Scotland.  
 
The most visible change will be that at some point, some of our buildings will need to close, as with a smaller 
congregation, we are no longer able to maintain the number of buildings we currently have. We know that many of 
us have strong emotional links to and memories of the churches, and will work with the local communities to try to 
find the best possible way forward. In time, there will also be a reduced ministry allocation for the parish: there are 
not enough ministers to serve all current congregations in Scotland, so allocations have been amended, to roughly 
1 full time equivalent (FTE) post per 12,000 residents, which results in a future allocation of 0.5 for our area. 
 
But there are plenty of things that will remain the same – first and foremost, that we are a church serving God and 
our community, and that God is with us in all that we do. The Church has always been evolving (with the Church of 
Scotland’s declared motto ‘Reformed, always Reforming’), and where there are changes now, it will be up to us to 
shape these.  
 
As we focus on our future ministry and mission here, we are reflecting on the five marks of mission, as stated here 
and as adopted by the Church of Scotland (along with the Church of England and other denominations).  
 
The mission of the Church is the mission of Christ: 

❖ To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
❖ To teach, baptize and nurture new believers 
❖ To respond to human need by loving service 
❖ To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace and 

reconciliation 
❖ To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth. 

 
The Kirk Session has been considering the draft Mission Plan for our area, facilitated by Presbytery representatives, 
and in collaboration with the elders of Humbie Church and Garvald and Morham Church. At its April meeting, 
congregations could address Presbytery about the changes in their area, and the plan was subsequently – with 
some changes – approved. Our Kirk Session has in principle agreed with the proposals set out in the plan, namely 
that: 

• in due course, there should be a union between the congregations of YBS and Humbie as well as Morham + 
Garvald (the latter when a vacancy arises at Morham + Garvald, and subject to agreement both by that 
congregation and our Minister); 

• the ministry allocation for this united parish will be reduced to 0.5 FTE when a vacancy arises at HYBS; 

• Yester Church should be retained, with the possibility of retaining one other church building (out of Bolton, 
Saltoun, Humbie, Morham and Garvald churches) and/ or (any of) the three smaller buildings in East 
Saltoun, Humbie and Garvald, to be determined locally by us by the autumn; 

• a future closer collaboration with the (then united) Haddington Church should be explored, with the option 
of forming a larger parish with a team ministry of 1.5 FTE at some point. 

 
Our Kirk Session, together with the elders of the other two congregations, is in the process of discussing our 
priorities for our ongoing mission and ministry in our parish, and the need for buildings to support this work. The 
plan should be finalised by November, but changes will only come into place either with the full agreement of Kirk 
Sessions and ministers, or when a vacancy arises. If you have questions or particular concerns, please contact Anikό 
or John Macfarlane. 
 
Getting to church and events 
 
If you would like to come along to services and other events, but find it difficult to get there and would appreciate 
a lift, please contact us and we’ll arrange appropriate links. 



 
Jubilee Garden Fete 
We are so pleased that this year, we'll have a Garden 
Fete again, and this time with a Jubilee theme - on 
Saturday, 4th June, 2-4.30pm in the Manse Garden 
(Tweeddale Avenue, EH41 4QN) in Gifford. Please 
come and join us, for afternoon tea, live music, 
games and many interesting stalls, including ice 
cream, a plant sale, homebaking, the Gifford 
Community Woodland, and a raffle. We'll also have a 
Jubilee themed hat competition! 
 
All are very welcome. Entry will be £4 adults, 
including cream tea, with children under 12 free. 
 
We'd be very grateful for donation towards the 
event, please: 
Any strong volunteers to help with set up of the 
event, please contact Claire Gobourn 01875 340 692. 
Any Gazebos to borrow? 
Tombola prizes to Claire or leave at The Manse. 
Plants (labelled if possible) deliver on the day or leave 
at the Manse gate. 
Lots of home baking please! cakes, sweets and jams, 
produce or similar deliver on the day, or in advance 
to June Marshall or Paddy Lamb. 
 
Thank you! We look forward to seeing you on the 
day! 
 
An update on services 
Thank you to all who are helping us in offering our 
services, as part of the welcoming team or worship 
team, and in enabling our recordings. We continue to 
offer weekly services in the buildings, and provide 
service recordings online and on CD. Holy 
Communion is currently celebrated bi-monthly, with 
prepacked communion bread and wine. If you would 
like to help with welcoming people, reading or 
leading other parts of the services, or helping with 
the recordings, please speak to one of the Session 
Clerk team or Anikó. 
 
In line with updated Covid guidelines, we are now no 
longer recording names at the door. It is also no 
longer a requirement to wear facemasks during 
services, but we do encourage everyone to wear a 
facemask when moving around the buildings, being 
mindful of those around us, especially all who might 
be more anxious or vulnerable.  

 
Messy Church 
We hope to have Messy Church again in the new 
school year – please have a look on our social media 
pages and website, or give your email address to 
Anikó for updates on children’s and family events. 
 
Forest Church  
Living in such a beautiful area, we’d like to engage a 
bit more with our environment in a different way. We 
will trial a woodland service for both congregations 
and for all ages on Sunday, 28 August, at 4.30pm in 
the Gifford Community Woodland. Please see our 
notices and social media closer to the time for more 
details. If you would like to help with the preparation 
of the event, please contact Anikó asap. We hope to 
have further events in future, where we might also 
explore the woodlands around the other villages. 
 
Church flowers  
Thank you to all who have given flowers to the 
Church. There are still a few dates available, the list is 
on the table at the side of the Church. If you know of 
anyone who would enjoy the flowers, please let us 
know.  
 
Coffees and teas around services 
We hope to restart sharing coffees and teas, and 
having a chat, after our Sunday services. Can you 
help? It will only be possible if there are enough 
people who can help with preparing the drinks and 
serving tables, offering some baked goods, serving 
the drinks, and tidying up afterwards. If you can help 
with any of these, please contact Alison Mill Irving for 
Yester and Christine Gillies and Janet Banks for 
Bolton and Saltoun.  
 
Book exchange 
It seems that many of us enjoy a fairly similar taste in 
books, or like discovering new ones. When libraries 
were closed, some of us exchanged books that we 
had read with others whom we thought might enjoy 
them, too. If there’s enough interest, we could 
arrange for a book exchange in the church – either by 
lending books temporarily, or handing books on. If 
you would be interested in being involved, please 
speak to Anikó. 
 
 

Crossword answers 
Across 1. avarice  5. chess  8. via  9. basmati  10. legal  11. lei  12. rued  15. cut  16. soprano  18. you  21. 
era  23. abiding  25. dab  26. ulna  28. dig  31. haiku  32. Aladdin  33. cog  34. octet  35. sticks 
Down 1. amber  2. aisles  3. Ivan  4. evil  5. calico  6. eighty  7. Saltoun  13. dot  14. crab  17. nods  19. 
heigh-ho  20. gnu  22. adrift  23. abduct  24. glider  27. aunts  29. Gaga  30. Bach 



 

Saltoun Community Association – latest update 
 
Since the previous Parish Newsletter, Saltoun Community Association has held a public meeting at which local 
residents unanimously supported a special resolution to transfer ownership of the Fletcher Hall in East Saltoun, 
along with other assets, to a new charity, Saltoun Community Association SCIO.  The new charity has incorporated 
status, which will limit the personal liability of the trustees and make it easier in future to access grants or external 
funding for Hall redevelopment. 
 
With all the required approvals in place, we have appointed lawyers who have started the process of transferring 
ownership and registering it with the Land Register of Scotland.  Once this has been completed, the Scottish Charity 
Regulator will remove the current charity from its register and the role of the current (non-committee) Property 
Trustees, including Anikό in her role as parish minister, will come to an end. 
 
A further positive development – our community defibrillator, located in the former telephone kiosk, is now fully 
operational.  A number of local residents, including members of Knot Knits who contributed substantially to the 
fundraising, have recently received training in use of the equipment and resuscitation techniques. 

Alastair Wyllie - Chair, Saltoun Community Association 

Foodbank 
Our next collection for the East Lothian Foodbank will take place on Sunday, 19th June, in the run-up to the 
summer holidays, when we know many families are struggling in the absence of school meals. If you would like to 
make any donation of long-life food items, toiletries for children and adults, household cleaning products, or a 
financial one, please bring these along to the service that Sunday or on the two preceding Sundays, or contact 
Anikó or Arthur to arrange an uplift. Many thanks for your generosity! 
 
 
Across 
1. Greed (7) 
5. Gary Kasparov was a world champion of this game (5) 
8. By way of (3) 
9. A kind of rice (7) 
10. Lawful (5) 
11. A garland of flowers seen in Hawaii (3) 
12. Regretted (4) 
15. Slash or lacerate (3) 
16. Highest female singing voice (7) 
18. It’s not me, it’s ___ (3) 
21. Age; epoch (3) 
23. Hymn 531 – In Heavenly love ---- (7) 
25. Pat gently (3) 
26. One of the bones in the forearm (4) 
28. Move soil with a tool (3) 
31. Short poem originally from Japan (5) 
32. Widow Twankey’s son (7) 
33. A tooth on the rim of a wheel (3) 
34. A group of eight (5) 
35. Sticks (7) 
 
Down 
1. Fossilised tree resin (5) 
2. Cinemas and churches have these (6) 
3. He was terrible! (4) 
4. Wicked (4) 
5. Cotton fabric (6) 
6. Four score (6) 
7. The East one has a local church (7) 
13. Spot; fleck (3) 
14. The zodiac sign Cancer depicts this creature (4) 

17. Signals agreement (4) 
19. The 7 Dwarfs sang this after work (5,2) 
20. Flanders and Swann sang about this wildebeest (3) 
22. Rudderless (6) 
23. Kidnap (6) 
24. An aircraft with no engine (6) 
27. The sister of your uncle (5) 
29. US singer and actress, gone crazy (4) 
30. Composer of Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (4)

Crossword No. 5 set by Margaret 

 



Coffee morning dates 
 
Wed, 8 June, Manse garden or Yester Church (weather dependent) Tue, 28 June, Session Rooms East Saltoun 
Wed, 13 July, Manse garden or Yester Church (weather dependent) Tue, 26 July, Session Rooms East Saltoun 
Wed, 10 Aug, Manse garden or Yester Church (weather dependent) Tue, 23 Aug, Session Rooms East Saltoun 
Wed, 14 Sept, Yester Church      Tue, 27 Sept, Session Rooms East Saltoun 
  

Our Church Family 
 
New Members Chantelle Hudghton from East Saltoun, and Emily and Harry McCorkell 

from Bolton have joined our congregation. 
 
Baptisms 29 May 2022  Sophia McCorkell, daughter of Emily and Harry McCorkell, from Bolton 
   
Deaths  12 January 2022 David Hope Bathgate, of Musselburgh (formerly Gifford)  

16 February 2022 Helen Hobbs, of Tranent (formerly Gifford) 
16 February 2022 Helen Avril Smith, of Ilkley (formerly Gifford) 

     Cecilia Hutcheson, of Edinburgh (formerly East Saltoun) 
  28 April 2022  Helen Kennedy, of Haddington (formerly Inverness) 

 
Memorial Services were held for Pippa Watson on 12 April and for Joyce McIntosh on 8 May. 
 
Bill Swan steps down as Property Convener 
At the Kirk Session meeting earlier this month, Bill Swan intimated his wish to step down as Property Convener 
which was (reluctantly) accepted. Bill has fulfilled this role for nearly fifty years, having been appointed as an elder 
in 1973, and almost immediately also taking on the job of Property Convener, at Bolton and Saltoun and continuing 
with the united congregation following the union in 2015. This involved making sure all our buildings were kept in 
good order and repair, managing and supervising any remedial works which were required (such as the 
replacement of the collapsed ceiling at Saltoun a few years ago) and carrying out annual inspections and reporting 
on these to Presbytery, as well as keeping abreast of and ensuring compliance with the many new regulations 
which nowadays regularly emerge: an onerous responsibility which he has carried out with diligence and (mainly!) 
good humour over the years. The whole congregation is extremely grateful to Bill for all his work on our behalf in 
his role as Property Convener over such a lengthy period: and the good news is that he has volunteered to continue 
to support the new Convener, Ian Jameson, in relation to the Bolton and Saltoun buildings, which is much 
appreciated. 

J Macfarlane, Session Clerk  
 
 

Minister Anikó Schütz Bradwell 
01620 811193 
07936 042191 

AnikoSB@churchofscotland.org.uk 

The minister’s time off is: Friday afternoons and Saturdays. 
Session Clerk John Macfarlane 01875 341311          jmacfarlane9@btinternet.com 

Depute Session Clerk Wendy Ferguson 01620 811069          wendyferguson.wf@gmail.com 
Depute Session Clerk Paul Sales 01620 811260          paulsales457@btinternet.com 

Treasurer Finlay Marshall  01620 810310 fmarshall542@gmail.com 
Deputy Treasurer Wendy Ferguson 01620 811069          wendyferguson.wf@gmail.com 
Gift Aid Treasurer   Paul Sales 01620 811260          paulsales457@btinternet.com 

Fabric Convener    Ian Jameson 07803 893970          dianjameson@aol.com 

Sunday Club 
Jenny Riddell 07905 135975 keith.mains@hotmail.co.uk 
Jackie McCreery 01620 810131 jackie@yesterfarmdairies.co.uk 

Flower rota (Yester) 
Sylvia Anderson 01620 810678          jimsylvia@scoraig.net 
Jean Peat 01620 810358          jeanpeat@hotmail.co.uk 

Flower rota (Bolton) Claire Gobourn 01875 340692 gobourn@globalnet.co.uk 
Flower rota (Saltoun) Morag Swan 01875 340477 billandmoragswan@yahoo.co.uk 

Prayer Group          Morag Swan 01875 340477 billandmoragswan@yahoo.co.uk 
Newsletter  David Bradwell 01620 811193 djbradwell@gmail.com 

Safeguarding and Health & Safety Ian Jameson 07803 893970          dianjameson@aol.com 
Website/Social media     Cressida Douglas-Miller 07789 931737 cressida@thehopesestate.com 



 
Church Services June - September 2022 

Our Sunday services are usually held at 10am, in Yester Church on the first and third Sundays, in Bolton Church on the second and in Saltoun 
Church on the fourth Sunday of the month. The fortnightly services in Bolton and Saltoun Church are held jointly with our friends at Humbie 
Church. Services at Yester Church are livestreamed on the Church website and YouTube channel, and remain available later. Services at 
Bolton and Saltoun Church (where we don’t have internet) are recorded and made available later on Sunday. Sound recordings on CD are 
available on request. 
 

June 5 Yester 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell 
Pentecost. Sunday 
Club. 
Platinum Jubilee 

 12 Bolton 10am Worship Team  

 19 Yester 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell  

 26 Saltoun 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell  

July 3 Yester 10am Worship Team Sunday Club 

 10 Bolton 10am Worship Team  

 17 Yester 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell Holy Communion 

 24 Saltoun 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell  

 31 Humbie 11.30am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell  

August 7 Yester 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell Sunday Club 

 14 Bolton 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell  

 21 Yester 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell  

 28 Saltoun 11.30am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell  

 28 
Gifford 
Community 
Woodland 

4.30pm The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell Forest Church 

September 4 Yester 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell Sunday Club 

 11 Bolton 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell  

 18 Yester 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell Holy Communion 

 25 Saltoun 10am The Rev Anikó Schütz Bradwell  

Deadline for next newsletter: Thursday 18 August 2022 
 

yesterboltonsaltounchurch.org 
 

Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/YesterBoltonSaltounChurch 
Watch services on YouTube – search for Humbie lw Yester Bolton Saltoun Church 

Follow us on Instagram instagram.com/yesterboltonsaltounchurch and Twitter @YBS_Church 
Yester, Bolton and Saltoun Parish Church (Church of Scotland) Scottish Charity No SC015414.   
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